ST PAUL

PINE GROVE MILLS

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

JULY 28, 2024

Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able.
You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of which focus on
Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What we
have, what we bring to Jesus’table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see
around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is
the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a
world where all the hungry are satisfied.

PRELUDE: “Trumpet Voluntary” (Roger W. Boop)
GATHERING

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name if the Father, and of the -+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

P: Let us pray: AlImighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.

P: God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you, for where else can we turn? Share with us the words
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” (ELW 461)
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1 All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.

2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers; seek-er, be a wel-come guest.

3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ is  liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in truth we will be fed.
Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing. Here in joy we keep the feast.
Come from lone-1i - ness and long - ing.  Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.

We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.  A: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Let us pray. Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing
for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true
bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. A: Amen

WORD
FIRST READING: 2 SAMUEL 11:1-15

The first readings during this summer tell the stories of the early kings of Israel: Saul, David, and Solomon.
National biographies tend to present major figures in the best possible light; 2 Samuel is certainly an exception.
From the rather sarcastic opening line of today’s reading throughout this story, God'’s beloved King David is a
man with serious flaws.

"In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his
officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But
David remained at Jerusalem.

“It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking
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about on the roof of the king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the
woman was very beautiful. © David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was
reported, “This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” “ So David sent
messengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying
herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. ® The woman conceived; and she
sent and told David, “I am pregnant.”

©So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to
David. “When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the
war was going. ® Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.”
Uriah went out of the king's house, and there followed him a present from the king. ? But
Uriah slept at the entrance of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not
go down to his house. ' When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” David
said to Uriah, “You have just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to your
house?” ' Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord
Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall | then go to my house,
to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, | will not do
such a thing.” '“ Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow | will send
you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, "* David invited him to
eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on
his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.

“In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. '*In the
letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from
him, so that he may be struck down and die.”

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 14 (sung to the tune Kingsfold ELW 412)

Making this psalm the response to the first reading reminds us that David was occasionally a fool who
acted as if God did not exist - true of us all!

N 4 . ‘ I

1. The_ fool has said with - in his hear,"There sure-ly 1is__ no God."

2. They all haveturned a - sideand to corr - up-tion they have gone.
3. They are in dread, for God is with the__ right-ous a - mong men.
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They are cor-rupt, their deeds are vile; there's no one whodoes good.

There is not one who does what'sgood;no____  not a sin-gle one.
The__ wick-ed shame aff - lic - ted ones;the___ Lord'stheir re - fuge then.
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The Lordlooks down___ from heavnup-on all___  wo-men and all men,
Will ev -il-do - ers nev-verlearn-those who with one ac - cord
Oh, that sal-va - tion for Is - ra-el would come forthfromZi - on!
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To__ see if a-ny un - der-stand or__ seek for God with - in.
de - vour my peo-ple like theirbread,and don't call on__ the Lord?

Great joy for Ja-cob when the Lord re - storesHis ca - ptive ones.

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 3:14-21

For the next several weeks we will be reading through the letter to the church in Ephesus. This letter
purports to be written by Paul when he is imprisoned because of his faithfulness in preaching,
especially to Gentiles. His readers are naturally concerned and praying for him, but he is also praying
for them. His particular prayer is for Jewish Christians, that awe at the graciousness of God in saving
them might lead them to recognize Gentile Christians as full, beloved partners, also saved by grace.

" For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, '*from whom every family in heaven
and on earth takes its name. '°| pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant
that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, '/ and that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in
love. "1 pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, '?and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

“UNow to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far
more than all we can ask or imagine, ' to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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A great prophet has ris- ' en among us!*
God has looked favora- ! bly on us!

*GOSPEL READING: JOHN 6:1-21

This year most of our Gospel readings are from Mark. That Gospel, however, is too short to cover a full
year, so that for the next few weeks we will hear the story of the feeding of the 5000 and its aftermath
from John's Gospel. In his telling of the Last Supper, John does not mention a shared meal, this
passage is his institution of Holy Communion, as Jesus’ teaching in the next several verses will make
clear.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the sixth chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord.

' Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. “ A large
crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. *Jesus
went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. “ Now the Passover, the festival
of the Jews, was near. > When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus
said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” °He said this to test
him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. ’ Philip answered him, “Six months’
wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” ® One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ?“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves
and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” '°Jesus said, “Make the people sit
down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five
thousand in all. "' Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed
them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. ' When they
were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may
be lost.” '* So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left
by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. '“When the people saw the sign that he
had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”
>When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him
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king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

'“When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, '’ got into a boat, and started
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. '®The
sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. '“When they had rowed about
three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they
were terrified. Y But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” ?' Then they wanted to take
him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were
going.

P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY: “We Come to the Hungry Feast” (ELW 479)
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I We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - 'ty kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we eat our fill, the hun - ger will stay
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not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943

Music: HUNGRY FEAST, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*INVITATION TO BAPTISM

*APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our voices in prayer.

A brief silence.
L: God of generations, you work in us far more than we can ask or imagine. Bless the church you
have called into being across time and space, and fill it with the power of the Spirit for loving

service. In your mercy,
A: hear our prayer.

L: God of field and forest, streams and seas, you are the fullness of all things. As grains of wheat
grow upon the earth and fish swim in the waters, sustain your creation. Protect harvests and

give every person food in due season. In your mercy,
A: hear our prayer.

L: God beyond borders, you rule all in all. Bless the work of humanitarians and peacekeepers,
shield those who live, work, or serve in harm’s way, and bring an end to war and conflict (nations
and places may be named). In your mercy,

A: hear our prayer.

L: God of healing, you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. We
remember any who are sick or suffering (especially), families in our community who endure
hunger, those who seek asylum or citizenship, and our beloved for whom death is near. In your

mercy,
A: hear our prayer.

L: God of grace, you root us and ground us in love. As you inspired our ancestors in this place in
their ministry, sustain us also in new endeavors, that your glory may be made known, and your
lovingkindness shared anew. In your mercy,

A: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



L: God of all, your love in Christ surpasses all knowledge. We give thanks for the departed who
have come to know the fullness of your grace. Join our voices with theirs (and with musicians
Johann Sebastian Bach, Heinrich Schitz, and George Frederick Handel) and all the saints in singing

your praises. In your mercy,
A: hear our prayer.

L: Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves and all for
whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior
and Lord.

A: Amen.

*PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. A: And also with you.
MEAL

OFFERING

@3{5&@ Offerings can be made online at stpaulpam.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran
gk ;“:'.-’ﬂ' Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door
X a.h-:-"' ® (0 Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the
@ObIT% entrance of the sanctuary.

MUSICAL OFFERING: “esus, the Very Thought of Thee” (Anna Laura Page)

OFFERTORY: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (ELW 884)
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heav’'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

*OFFERING PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us
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to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. A: Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

* DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SANCTUS
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -1y Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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high - est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the. high - est.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Holy, Mighty, and Merciful God,
in the harmonious world of your creation, the plants and animals,
the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When Sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.

In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

We proclaim the mystery of our faith:
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing,
his body given up, and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.

A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.
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*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

*LAMB OF GOD
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant wus peace
COMMUNION
L: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. A: Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN: “/ Come with Joy” (ELW 482)
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1 I come with joy, a child of God, for- giv - en, loved, and
N | come with Chris - ians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Chrst breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the ris - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Wren, b. 1936

P

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSIN

L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in grace.
A: Amen

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE - Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord)
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with
your own life. In your name we pray. A: Amen.

SENDING

*SENDING OF COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You may be seated.

*CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE
*BLESSING

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and
the Son, * and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN: “ Sent Forth by God's Blessing” (ELW 547)
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I Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv - ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - 'ty - day life we will face—
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The sup - per 1is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the  fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; u - nite us as one in this life that we  share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite wus

Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call
give hon - or to Christ and his  name that we bear.
Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
*DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
A: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: "Trumpet in Dialogue” (Louis Nicolas Clerambault)
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ST PAUL

PINE GROVE MILLS
SERVING TODAY
WOrship Leader. ..o Pastor Paul Tomkiel
ASSISTING MINISTOT ... Eleanor Bird
MUSICIAN. et Jim Rearick
SACTISTAN. oo Ann Reede
REAder . Karen Magnuson
ABOUT ST. PAUL
PURPOSE
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love.
MISSION

Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,
and serve community.

CORE VALUES
Faith ® Compassion ® Generosity ® Community

OUR BIBLE VERSES

As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before the nations.'- Acts 9:3,15

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for
worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous
siblings who have and continue to care for this place - this land - and call it their home.

COPYRIGHT AND LICENSE INFORMATION

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright (c) 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright (c) 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Hymns reprinted and streamed under Onelicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2023 - Aug 10, 2024. Words found in psalm
taken from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship
with acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge.
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