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First Sunday of Christmas 
DECEMBER 29, 2024 

 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.  
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Introduction to the day 
On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in the temple, both 

growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We too have returned to the 

house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As 

the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still. 
 

Prelude: “Good Christians All , Rejoice”            (Mary McDonald) 
 

Gathering 
*Confession and Forgiveness   
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation.   
A: Amen. 
 

L: Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God-with-us, we that we have turned away those seeking shelter, claiming there is no room 

when we have plenty. We have made power and wealth our idols, while you show us true 
glory: a baby in a manger. We have overlooked the shepherds, expecting good news in 
prettier packaging. Too often, we have valued violence instead of your peace. Turn us 
from our ways to your ways. Grant us the grace to begin again. Free us from all that keeps 
us bound, and forgive our sin, through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. A: Amen. 
 

L: Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the 

ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God.  A: Amen. 
 
 

*Gathering Hymn “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”          (ELW 288)  
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*GREETING 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.      A: And also with you.   
 

*Prayer of the Day 
L: Let us pray.  Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the 

knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and 

may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. A: Amen 
 

 

Word 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Samuel was born to parents who had given up hope of having children; in gratitude, they placed him 

with Eli, the high priest, in the temple. His parent would indeed have other children, and Samuel would 

go on to become the first of the great prophets of Israel, anointing both Saul and David as king. 
 
18 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother used 

to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year when she went up with her 

husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife and say, 

“May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the loan that she made to 

the Lord,” and then they would return to their home. 

  26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and 

with the people.    L: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm: 148              (sung to the tune Beecher) 

This psalm, like Psalm 98 (paraphrased as “Joy to the World”), calls on all creation – not simply 
Israel or even humanity – to praise its Creator. 
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Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-17 
Like the second lessons for the past few Sundays, this reading from Colossians gives advice about how 

Christians are to live in the “mean time,” between the birth, death, and resurrection of Christ, and the 

final fulfillment of God’s promises. 
 

12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 

in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 

admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.     

                 L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation  

 
 

*Gospel Reading – Luke 2:41-52 
This is the only scriptural story we have of Jesus between his early infancy and his baptism. Like many 

other stories in the early chapters of Luke, it includes Mary’s devoted remembering. 
 

L: The holy gospel according to Luke.  A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

41 Now every year [Jesus’s] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival 

was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 

parents were unaware of this. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a 
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day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When 

they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three days they 

found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were astonished, and his mother said to him, 

“Child, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously looking for 

you.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be 

in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went 

down with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to them, and his mother 

treasured all these things in her heart. 

  52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years and in divine and human favor.  

                  L: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Hymn Sing 
 
 
 

*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all 

people. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education ministries of your 

church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and seminary professors, especially United 

Lutheran Seminary and the religion department of Susquehanna University and Bible study 

leaders that they may nurture us in our ongoing faith formation and curiosity.  God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and porcupines, 

penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things. Increase our knowledge of 

the natural world and the care of its inhabitants. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace rule in their hearts and in all 

lands (places of war and conflict may be named). God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who travel this holiday 

season. Accompany those who are alone or ill (especially). Console parents and children 

whose relationships are strained or severed. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: For the ministry of this place St. Paul in Pine Grove Mills we pray. Let the word of Christ 

dwell among us. In times of conflict, clothe us in love and move us to forgiveness. God of 

grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give thanks, 

especially Becky Nordberg, Mike Shoemaker, Bill Keller, and Jean Knepper. Draw us all into 

everlasting praise and joy. God of grace, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, 

through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
A: Amen. 
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*Peace 
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

Thanksgiving 
Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran Church, PO 

Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door to Pastor Paul’s office), 

or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering: “Still, Still, Still”  (         Paul Manz) 
 

Offertory – “All People That on Earth Do Dwell               (ELW 883) 

 

 

 
 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray. God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts 

with the song of the angels and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share 

with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word 

made flesh. A: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*Canticle of Thanksgiving “ Let All Together Praise Our God ”      (ELW 287) 

 

 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
L:Holy God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, at the birth of time your 

Word brought light into the world, and throughout the ages, you proclaim newness of life. 

For your wondrous Word,  
A: We thank you, O God. 

  

L: In the fullness of time, your Word became flesh, to shine in our world’s darkness, to speak 

peace to all people, and to welcome us as members of your family. For your loving Word,  
A: We adore you, O God. 

  

L: Grant us now the gift of your Spirit, that held, nourished, and protected by your Word, we may 

live as your children, bearing your goodness throughout the world. For your powerful Word,  
A: We praise you, O God. 

  

L: All glory to you, holy God, now and forever. A: Amen. 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Post Thanksgiving Canticle – Now Lord                                    

 

 

 

 
 

Sending 
Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ and the 

Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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Sending hymn- “Go Tell It on the Mountain”                    (ELW 290) 
 

 
 
 

*Dismissal  
L: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude: “Postlude on "Gloria"                        (Jason D, Payne) 
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 Serving Today 

Worship Leader ….…………………………………………Michelle McMullen 

Organist.…………………………………………….............. Jim Rearick  

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Delorse Homan 

Reader…………………………………………………………….Morgen Hummel 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 

him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the 

nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where 

we gather for worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as 

well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and 

call it their home.  
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