ST PAUL

PINE GROVE MILLS

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 1, 2024

Whenever you see an asterisk (*), you are invited to stand as you are able.
You are invited to speak sans serif Bolded type with the congregation.



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Advent is about the “coming days.” God's people have always lived in great expectation, but that expectation
finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a
“righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all
the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Humanity.” With them we
eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in
word and supper.

PRELUDE: “People Look East” (Mary McDonald)

GATHERING
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon.
A: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.

P: God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and human
authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts.

P: God of might, we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our
neighbors. We have trusted false promises.

P: God in our midst, we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring your
mercy to birth in us.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN “The King Shall Come” (ELW 260)
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1 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to - rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn shall dawn up - on our race
5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau -ty  brings.



0O . = ,

x ? E ! [ I T T I | T Il |
1 | 1 [ I T 1 il |
[ & | ] I 1 P i o I

when beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills and life to joy a-wakes.
but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
and left the lone-some place of death, de - spite the rage of foes.
the day when Christ in splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo - ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. A: And also, with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our sal - va - tion, let us
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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Thisis the feast of vic - to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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1 Wor-thy is Christ, he Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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strength, and hon - or, bless-ing, and  glo -ry are his.
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This is the feast of  vic - to-ry for our God. Al-le -
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hymn of  all cre - a-tion: Bless-ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and

Gl

T T ] T | T 1
I I ' ' I

might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men
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This is the feast of vic - to-ry for our God,
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for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun his reign.
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Al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you. A: And also, with you.

P: Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. A: Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 33:14-16

The disaster which Jeremiah had foreseen was taking place. Judah and her allies had been defeated by
Babylon, and its king - the descendent of David -- and other leaders taken into exile. Now Jerusalem itself was
under siege, and its destruction imminent. At this darkest of times, when all were giving up hope, Jeremiah,
the prophet of woe, abruptly changed his tune
"“The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when | will fulfill the promise | made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. '° In those days and at that time | will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. '°In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the
name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.



PSALM: 25: 1-10 (sung to the tune Christmas Eve ELW 271)

This psalm may be seen as the song of Jeremiah’s audience - finally convinced of the error of their ways
and hoping beyond hope that God would be faithful to them, despite their past sins.
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1. As un - to you_ I lift my soul, O Lord, I trust in Thee;_

2. Cer - tain it is___ tha none areshamedwhose hope is in___ Your name;_

3. Guide me and teach me in Your truth; re - call Yourpaths, O Lord.__

4.1 know trans-gres - ions for my youth are ev -er knownto Thee;—

5. Kind, good, and up - right is the Lord; God teach-es those a - stray;_

6. More - ov - er, all__ of theLord'sways are faith-ful-ness and love;__
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1. But let me not__ be put to shame,nor foes gloatov - er me.

2. Deeds of thosewho_ are treah-er - ous shall all be put_ to shame.
3. How from of old_Your stead-fast love has been my soul_ re - ward._
4. Judge not my sins;_ re - call them not; in love, re-mem - ber me.
5. Lead - ing the hum - ble in what'sright, and teach-ing them God's way. __
6. How from of old_Your stead-fast love has been my sole_ re - ward._

SECOND READING: REVELATION 21:1-6A

In this, the oldest writing of the New Testament, Paul makes it clear that he expects that the return of
Christ, with the Last Judgment and the renewal of the world, will happen soon.

?How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? 'Y Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face
and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

""Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. ' And
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. " And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Stand up and  raise your heads Your redemption is draw-ing near

*GOSPEL READING: LUKE 21:25-36

Every year the Gospel for the first Sunday of Advent is from the end of the year’s Gospel, as Jesus before
his Passion teaches his followers about the impending end of time and the return of the Son of Man. In
all of these readings, he warns them to be ready for that return at any moment since, even with signs, it
will be sudden and unexpected

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the twenty-first chapter. A: Glory to you, O
Lord.

[esus said:] > “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. *° People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. ?/ Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great
glory. 2 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.”

*?Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; “° as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. *' So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. ** Truly |
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. ** Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

#"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, *° like
a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. *°Be alert at all times,
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place and to
stand before the Son of Man.” P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying (ELW 436)
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all  her
3 Glo -1 - a! Let heav’'n a - dore you! Let saints and
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on the heights are cry - ing; a-wake, Je -ru - sa-lem, at last.
heart with joy is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
an - gels sing be-fore you, with harp and cym-bal’s clear-est tone.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the
Her dear friend comes down, all glo - rious, the strong in
Gates of  pearl, twelve por - tals gleam -  ing, lead us to
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thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is past.
grace, in truth vic - to - rious: her star is ris’n; her light is come.
bliss be-yond all dream - ing, with an - gel choirs a - round your throne.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Now come, O Bless - ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d’ring might
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Al - le - lu - ia! Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - na! Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - 1y There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
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g0, meet the bride - groom, who draws near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.

There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.




*NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for
God's presence.

A brief silence.

L: God of righteousness, your people live in hopeful expectation of your coming. Fill your
church with renewed passion for our shared mission, and deepen our relationships with
other Christians and other faith traditions in our local community and across the world. Lord,
in your mercy,

A: receive our prayer.

L: God of the cosmos, all creation shows that your presence is near. Help us sense your
goodness and love in the sun and moon, in sprouting leaves and bare branches, in the

roaring sea and quiet breeze. Lord, in your mercy,
A: receive our prayer.

L: God of the nations, your reign extends over all principalities and powers. Give leaders and
all'in authority hearts for justice and peace. Encourage efforts to enact policies that benefit
the common good. Lord, in your mercy,

A: receive our prayer.

L: God of change, you accompany us through life’s transitions. Be near to all who are
changing jobs, moving, welcoming children, or facing the loss of loved ones. Sustain those
who are ill or suffering (especially). In times of change, remind us of your steadfast love. Lord,
in your mercy,

A: receive our prayer.

L: God of community, your Spirit holds us together. Sustain our care for one another
(especially through [local ministries] supported by this congregation). Inspire us to seek new
ways to live together and to embrace the diversity of thought and identity in our
communities. Lord, in your mercy,

A: receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

L: God of memory, we give you thanks for faithful ones who have died especially Helen
Elizabeth Johnson, Bob Henry, and L. Claude Homan. Tend to our grief and sorrow with

renewed trust in your promise of abundant and eternal life. Lord, in your mercy,
A: receive our prayer.
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L: Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the
name of Jesus Christ.
A: Amen.

*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. A: And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
\? ® Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.oralgive, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran
!p ) ko ..' Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door
T ‘ﬁ‘ to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the
entrance of the sanctuary.

MUSICAL OFFERING: “Puer Nobis” (Michael Burkhardt)
OFFERTORY: “People, Look East” vs.1 (ELW 248)
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*OFFERING PRAYER

L: Let us pray: Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, and you
draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. Strengthen us with
this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
A: Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

* DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It 1is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comfort your
people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the
day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*SANCTUS
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san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End,
our Salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.

At this end of the ages
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Until his glorious Advent, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
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A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.

A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,
increase our hope,

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

A: Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table.
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*LAMB OF GOD
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A NOTE ON COMMUNION WAFERS

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it
possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerant to be able to eat the
Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads and are
known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of gluten.
However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much gluten is in them.
Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 15ppm gluten or less (The
US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten free”). Use the QR Code and look for
the link that gives the most recent test results.

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.

COMMUNION
L: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. A: Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN: “Away in a Manger”

(ELW 277)
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1 A-way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay «close by me for -
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Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry -ing he makes. 1 love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der «care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in grace.

A: Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE - Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord)
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

L: Let us pray. Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation.
We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for showering
us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us as we feed
the hungry in your name. A: Amen.

SENDING
*SENDING OF COMMUNION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
You may be seated.
*BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, *+
and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN: ‘The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” (LBW 321)
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1 The day is sure - ly draw-ing near when Je - sus, God’s a -
2 The fi - nal trum - pet then shall sound, and all the earth be
3 May Christ our in - ter - ces - sor be and, through this blood and
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noint-ed, in all his pow - er shall ap - pear as  judge whom
shak - en, and all who rest be-neath the ground shall from their
mer - it, read from his book that we are free with all  who
va - tion; we of - ten trem-ble on our way in fear and
n H 1 1 1 |
Vo g | | ! | | y | !
—— |
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God ap - point - ed. Then fright shall ban - ish i - dle mirth, and
sleep a - wak - en. But all who live will in that hour, by
life in - her - it Then we shall see him face to face, with
trib - u - la - tion. Oh, hear and grant our fer - vent plea; come,
N 4 , ‘ ,
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TTe

hun—gry flames shall purge the earth as
God’s al - might - y, bound-less pow’r, be changed at
all  his saints in that blest place which he
might-y judge, and set us

Text: Bartholomdus Ringwaldt, 1532—c. 1600: tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832-1917, adapt,
Music: ES IST GEWISSLICH, Etlich christlich Lieder, Wittenberg, 1524

*DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Hark! the Glad Sound”

18

his

has pur-chased for
free from death and ev - ’ry
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scrip —ture long has warned us.

com - mand - ing.
us.
e - vil

(Paul Manz)



DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, December 1
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10 (1)

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

Monday, December 2
Numbers 17:1-11

2 Peter 3:1-18

Psalm 90

Tuesday, December 3
2 Samuel 7:18-29
Revelation 22:12-16
Psalm 90

Wednesday, December 4
Isaiah 1:24-31

Luke 11:29-32

Psalm 90

Thursday, December 5
Malachi 3:5-12
Philippians 1:12-18a
Luke 1:68-79

Friday, December 6
Malachi 3:13-18
Philippians 1:18b-26
Luke 1:68-79

Saturday, December 7
Malachi 4:1-6

Luke 9:1-6

Luke 1:68-79
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ABOUT ST. PAUL
PURPOSE
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love.
MISSION
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,
and serve community.

CORE VALUES
Faith ® Compassion ® Generosity ® Community

OUR BIBLE VERSES

As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before the nations.- Acts 9:3,15

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for
worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous
siblings who have and continue to care for this place - this land - and call it their home.

COPYRIGHT AND LICENSE INFORMATION

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright (c) 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright (c) 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Hymns reprinted and streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2024 - Aug 10, 2025. The Scriptural Prones
(introductions to the pericopes) are written by the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg and used with permission. Words found in psalm taken
from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship with
acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge.
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